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I dedicate this Foundation to
all the patients I tried to treat
in the past. May it serve the
new patients for a better futu-
re. May it bring a real support
to my young colleagues.
orthopedic surgeons from

all over the world 99

Yrves Cotrel

NDER the aegis of the Institut de
France, which continuously encou-
rages the scientilic research and creati-
ve initiatives, a new private foundation
1999. The

Foundation aims to coordinate, sustain

was created in January
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and promote - at both national and inter-
national levels - health research, more
particularly in spinal diseases. The pre-
sident of the administrative Board of the

Foundation is Mr Pierre Messmer, for-

mer Prime Minister and Chancellor of

the Institut de France.

Dr Yves Cotrel, the founder of this
Foundation, decided to put his know-
how and his long experience at the
service of the new
researchers in order to help them bring
to success their own initiatives in the
rescarch  field of

particular spinal

pathologies.
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Yves Cotrel foun
for the research

His professional carrier was full of
unexpected experiences - while he was
preparing  himsell to become  an
obstetrician, he found himsell detached
to Berek, in the northern part of France,
as an orthopedic surgeon. He spent
there thirty years among voung patients
sulfering from spinal deformities very
difficult to correct at that time. Their
sulfering, their fear and hope made him
orient all his efforts towards the
understanding of phenomena related to
spinal deformities and to their possible

treatment as well.,

Up to 1975, he continuously developed

orthopedic and surgical techniques,
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